       Disability Policy Seminar: Words to Know
[image: Judge female outline]
[image: ]Affirmative Action: Rules that the government or an organization (like a university) use to include different kinds of voices. Affirmative action is used to include people of different races, genders, sexualities, disabilities, and more. 
Affordability: The ability to pay for a service or thing, deciding if something is too expensive, and how it will be paid for. 
[image: ]
Appropriations: Money that is set aside by formal action by Congress for a specific use. Appropriations happen once a year.
[image: ]
Asset Limits: The largest amount of resources (for example: cash, bank accounts, land, personal property) that a person can have and still get   Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Individuals that have more than $2,000 in assets and married couples with more than $3,000 do not qualify for SSI.
[image: https://static.thenounproject.com/png/2492887-200.png]
Beneficiary: A person who benefits or receives payments or services from a program like Medicaid or Social Security. 
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Bi-Partisan: When people of both political parties (Democratic and Republican) work together on a law. 
[image: ]
Bi-Cameral: When people of both the House of Representatives and Senate work together on a law.
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Block Grants: A change to how Medicaid is funded. This provides states a fixed amount of money. This can lead to cuts in services because states may not be able to cover the extra costs.
[image: Money with solid fill]
Budget: Money that is requested by formal action the President’s Administration or by Congress for a specific use. Appropriations happen once a year. 
[image: Money with solid fill]
Budget Reconciliation: A process that allows Congress to pass a budget type of bill fast by having a simple majority vote in the Senate. This bypasses the usual 60-votes need to avoid a filibuster. It can be used to make entitlement program changes.
[image: Money with solid fill]
Budget Resolution: A plan that Congress makes that sets overall spending and revenue. This plan allows Congress to develop budget-related bills. Can contain budget reconciliation instructions to committees to make changes to mandatory spending. 
[image: https://static.thenounproject.com/png/427188-200.png]
Caucus: A group of people, belonging to the same political party or with similar interests that will make decisions on policy. 
[image: World outline]
Census: A count of how many people live in the country, along with some descriptions of the people. It happens every ten years.
[image: Court with solid fill]
Chamber: The two different parts of Congress – The House of Representatives (The House for short) and The Senate.
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Complex: Complicated or difficult to break down and understand. 

[image: Group brainstorm with solid fill]Competitive Integrated Employment: Full or part-time work at minimum wage or higher, with wages and benefits similar to that for people without disabilities doing the same work and fully integrated with coworkers without disabilities.





[image: Dollar with solid fill]Continuing resolution: This is also called a CR for short. This is something that Congress might pass to extend the federal budget if they cannot agree on a new budget by the deadline. The federal budget ends on September 30th every year, and if Congress cannot agree on a new budget, they will pass a CR to avoid a government shutdown. 
[image: Group of people with solid fill]
Constituents: The people that live in the area (called a district, usually one or more zip-codes) or a state that an elected official represents.

[image: Money with solid fill]Debt Ceiling: The amount of debt the federal government is allowed to have. Congress decides this amount. There has always been a national debt.

[bookmark: DSP][bookmark: _Hlk61341399][image: image of the outline of a person's head and shoulders with a heart on the chest]Direct Support Professionals (DSPs): People whose job is to provide help and support people with disabilities live their best lives. They can provide support for transportation, personal care, housing, home care, community integration and more.
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Ethnicity: A group of people who share their own culture, history, language, religion, or set of traditions 
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Eligibility: The requirements that must be met in order to receive services or benefits from a government program like Medicaid.
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Evidence-based: Making decisions and policy that apply the findings of the best available current research or studies. 

[bookmark: HCBS][image: Stopwatch 75% with solid fill]Filibuster: The attempt to stop or slow down a vote in the Senate by talking about it for a long time, and trying to delay the vote.
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Gender Identity: The way a person feels about themselves and how they choose to express themselves – male, female, both, neither, or in between.

[image: image of the outline of two people standing with arms outstretched to meet, forming the roof of a building]Home and Community Based Services (HCBS): Supports and services to help people with disabilities live their everyday lives in their communities.
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Initiatives: Plans, activities, and strategies that work toward a goal. 
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Institutional Bias: Medicaid requires states to fund long-term supports and services (LTSS) in nursing homes, but makes Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) optional. This has led states to favor providing services in nursing homes and other institutions.
[image: Schoolhouse with solid fill]
Institutions of Higher Learning: Colleges, community colleges, and universities. 
[image: Neighborhood with solid fill]
Integrated: When people with disabilities and people without disabilities are included together, such as in school or housing.
[image: black and white image of a police shield with a star inside]
Law enforcement professionals: police and people who work in jobs such as security guards, school resource officers, and other jobs in the court system.
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Legislation: Policies, or other matters under consideration by Congress or other bodies that create laws. 
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Living Wage: The amount of money someone needs to get paid to allow them and their families to meet their basic needs.                             
[image: black and white image of two raised hands cupping the outline of a person's head and shoulders]
[bookmark: LTSS]Long-term Supports and Services (LTSS): Services that help people with disabilities or older adults do every day activities and live as independently as possible. These services include help with bathing, cooking, managing  medications and household chores. 
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Marriage Penalties: People who get Supplemental Security Income (SSI) must follow unfair rules that often force them to choose between marrying the person they  love and having enough money to pay for basic needs. Marriage penalties cut benefits and limit savings for married people who receive SSI. 
[image: Medical with solid fill]
Medicaid: A joint federal and state program that provides  health care and long term care to more than 1 in 5 people. It pays for low-income individuals and families to get the health care they need, including home and community-based services (HCBS).
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Medicare: A federal program that provides health care for seniors (65+) and some younger individuals with disabilities.
[image: black and white image of a hand holding a money bill of unknown amount]

Minimum wage: the lowest amount of money that a person can legally be paid for doing a job. 

[image: black and white image of a circle with a small piece partitioned off and dotted]Minority: a group of people with the same race or ethnicity that has less people in it than another group of people. For example, African Americans, Hispanics, Asian Pacific Islanders, Asian Indians, or Native Americans. 
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Non-defense Discretionary Programs: Government programs that are not military programs. Each year the government decides how much money to give these programs and it can be different every year. 

[image: Flying Money with solid fill]
Paid Leave: Time off from work, with pay. 


[image: Stop with solid fill]
Per Capita Caps: A way to change Medicaid funding that limits the amount of federal money a state gets based on people who are enrolled in Medicaid in the state. This is a cut that can impact access to care. 
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Poverty: Not having enough money to live. 
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Policy priorities: Issues that our network or other organizations have decided are the most important to work to fix.
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Provision: Part of a law or regulation. 

[bookmark: race][image: black and white image of the outlines of two people, one white inside and one striped inside]
Race: A way we talk about groups of people based on how they look or their family history
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Reauthorization: Pass or give money to again, for example approve funding for a program that was already a law. 

Recess: When Congress goes on break and the Members travel home to their states and districts to talk to constituents[image: Airplane with solid fill]

[image: rule Icon]
Regulation: Instructions from a federal agency on how a law needs to be enforced. 
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Restrictive: Putting limits on someone’s freedom. 
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Revenues: The money that a city, county, state, or country government brings in as income, usually as taxes. 


[image: Food Safety with solid fill]Social Security: A government system that gives benefits to retired or disabled people, their spouses, and their dependent children. While a person works, they may pay taxes into the Social Security system. When they retire or are no longer able to work—that person, their spouse, and their children may get monthly benefits based on how much money they made. 

[image: Coins with solid fill]
Supplemental Security Income: A program that provides monthly cash benefits to low-income adults and children with disabilities to help them afford things they need like food, clothing, and shelter. For people to get SSI, they must have a significant disability, be blind, or be 65 years of age or older, and meet strict rules based on how much they make and how much money they have. 
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Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI): A government program that pays monthly cash benefits to certain workers who are no longer able to work because they have a significant illness or disability. People who receive SSDI will also receive Medicare after having to wait 24-months. 
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Vaccine: a shot that keeps us from getting sick


[image: Sad face with solid fill with solid fill]
Victimization: Singling someone out in an unjust way.


[image: Renovation (House With Sparkles) with solid fill]
Vouchers: A government program that provides assistance for people with low-income or disabilities to find affordable housing. The government helps cover the cost of housing, and the individual gets to choose where they live.
[image: Hourglass Finished with solid fill]
Waiting Lists: Medicaid does not require states to provide Home and Community Based Services (HCBS). In many states this means people do not have access to HCBS even though they qualify for Medicaid. Instead, they may be on a list to receive these services when slots become available.
[image: Bar graph with upward trend with solid fill]
Work Incentives: Programs from the Social Security Administration that allow people with disabilities to work and receive their monthly payments. The programs can be different in each state or territory.
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