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What is the problem?
· Congress cut nearly $1 trillion from Medicaid in 2025. 
· Some 10 million people who need Medicaid for health care coverage could lose it because of these changes.
· The federal Medicaid cuts will mean states have to make up the difference or make cuts.
· Medicaid pays for most home and community-based services (HCBS). But states are not required to help all people who are eligible for these services. 
· More than 600,000 people are on waiting lists for these services, and some people will wait for years for services.
· Congress ended a program that helped people afford health insurance from the Affordable Care Act (ACA) marketplace and many people will pay more or will lose their health insurance.
Why it matters to me:
· Without Medicaid, I (or family member) would not be able to live in my home and community. These programs are not extras for me — they are how I survive and stay independent.
· When states face budget cuts, HCBS programs are often cut. That means longer waitlists, fewer hours of support, less money to pay direct support workforce, and more people could be pushed into nursing homes. 
· If HCBS were required for all eligible people like nursing home services, people would be protected from cuts. 
· If relevant: “I am worried about losing my coverage.” or “I am worried about my child losing services” or “I am worried providers will close because they cannot survive more cuts.”
What should Congress do?
· Repeal the Medicaid cuts and changes in HR 1 to restore funding.
· Make Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS) required so it would be harder for states to cut them during budget shortfalls.
· Provide better ACA tax credits so people don’t lose heath care coverage.

